i [ NNNNmaE  BS §

Lifesong

Bible-centered worship for the
Emerging Generation

Oliver Claassen

9781845503734 - Lifesong.indd 3 @

16/06/2008 15:27:17



L "EEEpaaE ___H 5 Iay

All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken
from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIVe.
Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.
Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.

Copyright © Oliver Claassen 2008
@ ISBN 978-1-84550-373-4 @

Published in 2008 by
Christian Focus Publications, Geanies House,
Fearn, Ross-shire, IV20 1TW, Scotland

www.christianfocus.com
Cover design by www.moose77.com
Printed and bound in Denmark by Norhaven

Allrights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form, by any
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise without the prior permission of the publisher or a
licence permitting restricted copying. In the UK. such licences
are issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency, Saffron House, 6-
10 Kirby Street, London, EC1 8TS www.cla.co.uk.

9781845503734 - Lifesong.indd 4 @ 16/06/2008 15:27:18



Acknowledgements

As followers of the Lord Jesus Christ we stand
upon the shoulders of His servants who have gone
before us. | thank God for their teachings that have
helped shape my understanding of Scripture.
Some are mentioned in the endnotes, but many
whose insights reflected and used in this book are
not. | hope | have not offended anyone for failing
to give due credit for their ideas or publications. |
particularly want to thank the congregation at EPC
for their love of God’s word and encouragement
to the ministerial team at EPC who have seen this
project as a worthwhile,Christ honoring project.
| thank Lee Johnson, Louisa Burton, Sam Rowen,
Matt Bennett and David Rogers. Andrew Claassen’s
passion, commitment and contribution to music in

9

9781845503734 - Lifesong.indd 9 @ 16/06/2008 15:27:18



L "EEEpaaE ___H 5 Iay

Lifesong

worshipisinfectious. His arrangements of the Psalms
have enahanced our worship. All have spurred me
on to complete this project. | thank Martin Maclean
and the folk at Christian Focus for their support.

Together Everyone Accomplished More
(T.E.A.M.)
To God Be the Glory!

Dr Oliver Claassen after a career in education in South
Africa and Scotland studied at Covenant Seminary,
St Louis and Westminster, Philadelphia. Serving with
Mission to the World (MTW) he planted churches in
Australia before serving as Far East Director for MTW.
& His ministry experience includes serving as Senior &
Pastor of Westminster PCA in Atlanta, Missions Pastor
at Twin Oaks PCA in St Louis and his present charge
in Cape Coral, Florda (www.epchurch.net). Oliver is
married to Helen and they have five children — Daniel,
David, Anna-Grace, Andrew and Phillip!

9781845503734 - Lifesong.indd 10 @ 16/06/2008 15:27:18



i [ NNNNmaE  BS §

Chapter One

What is this thing called Worship?

Worship is declaring, with our lips and lives, that God
is more important than anything else to us, that he
is our deepest desire, and that his inherent worth is
beyond everything else we hold dear.

In the revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave
John on the island of Patmos, the unique worth of
God is heralded in songs of praise.

... behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated
on the throne. (3) And he who sat there had the
appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around the
throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of
an emerald.(4) Around the throne were twenty-four
thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-
four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden
crowns on their heads...(6b) And around the throne,
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on each side of the throne, are four living creatures...
(8b) and day and night they never cease to say, Holy,
holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and
is and is to comel!... (10) the twenty-four elders fall
down before him who is seated on the throne and
worship him who lives for ever and ever. They cast
their crowns before the throne, saying, (11) Worthy
are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor
and power, for you created all things, and by your will
they existed and were created.

(Rev. 4:2-11 Esv)

God alone is worthy of worship, for He alone is
inherently righteous. The Psalmists declare this truth
in their songs of worship.

@ Righteous are you, O LORD, and right are your rules. @
(Ps. 119:137 Esv)

Enter not into judgment with your servant, for no one
living is righteous before you.
(Ps. 143:2 esv)

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your
throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go before
you.

(Ps. 89:14 sv)

Louie Giglio points out that worship is simply about
value. Our worship is a response to what we value
most. It is easy to identify what we value most by
the things we do. We consider that a person, a
thing, or an experience is what matters most. This
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consideration can be in the form of a position, a
status, a job, or something we own. We are willing to
sacrifice in order to achieve that which has become
of ultimate value. Worship is coming before the
“throne” of what is of ultimate value to us. We are
willing to sacrifice in order to grab hold of what is
of ultimate value to us. In the Old Testament the
priests would build an altar on which to offer the
sacrifices to the One whom they worshipped. In the
New Testament the priestly sacrifice is described as
“Through him (Jesus) then let us continually offer up
a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that
acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to do good and
to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing
to God” (Heb 13:15-16).
® Everyone who is willing to sacrifice has first to ®

build an altar.'In order to find your altar of worship
just follow the trail of how you use your time,
energy, money, affections. To whom or what do you
offer your allegiance? At the end of the trail you will
find what it is that you worship. The more time you
spend before that throne the more your life will
reflect what or whom you worship. It is abundantly
clear that our actions speak louder than words.

Test your actions to see what it is you really
worship. Don't be surprised if you discover that
God is not the object of your worship. Jesus Himself
warns us by saying, “Not everyone who says (words)
to me ‘Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven,
but he who does (actions) the will of my Father who is
in heaven” (Matt. 7:21).
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