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INTRODUCTION

When I purchased my first computer it was not long before
I wondered if | had done the right thing. It all seemed so
complicated! I began to think that I proved the truth of the
old adage that it is hard for an old dog to learn new tricks!

I consulted the manual, of course, that came with the
software | was using. But I was still daunted. What finally
helped me make sense of the instructions were the examples
at the end of the book. As I worked through them, I saw
what the manual was really getting at and, gradually,
everything fitted into place.

The Acts of the Apostles is not a manual on evangelism.
Luke, its writer, does not set out to explain what evangelism
is or the principles by which it is to be carried out. The
New Testament letters do that. But the Acts does give us
an enormous variety of examples that show how evangelism
is worked out in practice. As we look at the examples, we
will find that the principles of evangelism taught elsewhere
in the New Testament fit into place.
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ACTIVE EVANGELISM

The book itself is the second half of Luke’s account of
Jesus” work — begun by Him in person (described in Luke’s
Gospel) then continued by Him through His Spirit in the
Church (described in Acts). In his Gospel Luke tells us “all
that Jesus began to do and to teach’, and in the Acts he
describes all He continued — and continues — to do through
His Church (Acts I:1).

Luke challenges us to remember two things in particular:

* the basic simplicity of the gospel message: it is all
about Jesus Christ and salvation — the salvation that
Jesus’ death and resurrection have secured. God's
command to all men and women everywhere is to repent
and believe the good news. While much more can be
said, that is the essence of the message. No matter
how sophisticated society appears, its need of salvation
remains the same.

* the relevance of the gospel to literally everyone. In
the Acts it is preached to both Jews and to Gentiles,
whether king, governor, prison officer, soldier or
business executive. No one is beyond the scope of God'’s
saving purposes.

I hope that finding out about evangelism from Acts will
fire you — as it has me — with fresh enthusiasm for sharing
the good news about Jesus, the Son of God, the only
Saviour. That is clearly one of the reasons why God the
Holy Spirit has given us the book.
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