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DEDICATION
To my special friend
John MacArthur
whose love for Christ’s church
Is exceeded only by that of
the Chief Shepherd.
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Foreword

Pastors, like me, have spent the years of their ministry giving
messages to the church. Sunday after Sunday in their own
congregation and month after month in churches around the
world, they have stood in the place of an undershepherd and
called the people of God to sound doctrine and practice. They
have written books, sent out radio broadcasts and made tapes
gearedtoconfront andinstruct thechurch. Certainly, my ministry
has had that relentless focus of endeavouring to impact the
churchto honour her Head, the L ord Jesus Christ. Themessages
| have brought have sometimes been wholeheartedly heeded,
sometimesrejected, oftentol erated and eventreated with smiling
indifference.

The church has brought the highs and lows of my life. It has
been the source of my joysand sorrows. But what | have given
a life to say to the church with conviction and concern can’t
begin to approach the ‘ concern for the churches' expressed by
the Apostle Paul (2 Cor. 11:28). Hiswas a passionate devotion
for which he sacrificed everything, including hislife. For him,
the church was the source of honour and dishonour, evil report
and good report, sorrow and joy (see 2 Cor. 6:8, 10). But even
hispassionfor thechurch bowsinabject humility beforetheOne
who supremely loves the church — our Lord Jesus Christ. He
said, ‘I will build my church and the gates of Hades shall not
overpower it’ (Matt. 16:18). ItisHischurchbecauseHepurchased
it with His own blood (Acts 20:28).

In spiteof such nobleconcern by Paul and faithfulnessby our
L ord, the church hasdoneexactly what Paul prayed it would not
do and has been repeatedly ‘led astray from the smplicity and
purity of devotion to Christ’ (2 Cor. 11:3). The body has
wandered i n deception and has both di sobeyed and dishonoured
her Lord. It seems preachers have exhausted their appealswith
only modest success.
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Itistimefor the church to listen directly to her Lord and He
has spoken clearly, confrontively and compassionately. My
thanks and yours should be to Richard Mayhue for taking us
back to hear the audible voice of the Saviour as He pleadswith
His beloved.

John MacArthur

Pastor — Teacher

Grace Community Church
Sun Valley, Cdlifornia
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PREFACE

Sir Christopher Wren, thegreat architect of St. Paul’ sCathedral
in London, reportedly arrived at the construction site one day
andinquired of threedifferent workmen, * What areyou doing?
The first replied, ‘I'm earning a meagre living to support my
family.” The second said he was merely constructing another
building.

The third had a grander view. ‘I'm part of a magnificent
project to build theworld’ smost beautiful cathedral totheglory
of God.” Unlesswe havethethird worker’ s perspective, sooner
or later wewill lose our zeal for Christ’ sfirst love—the church.
By neglect she will then fall into disrepair.

Even worse, another contemporary pitfall loomslarger; itis
possible to have a zeal for the church which is tragically
misguided by the ways of the world rather than directed by
Scripture. This danger finds modernity more appealing than
God' sWordwhen seeking solutionsfor contemporary problems
that face the church. The church that is built thisway will later
be condemned by Christ, not commended.

When it comes to the early twenty-first century evangelical
churchasawhol e, techniqueshaveunfortunately replacedtruth,
style has supplanted substance, convenience outdistances
consecration, and modern church growth principles receive
more attention than biblical church growth truth. Scripturally
speaking, this is not Christ’s intended state of affairs for His
lovely bride — the church. This man-centred approach to the
church spells out agloomy future for what ought to be asbright
as Christ'sglory.

But what can bedoneto remedy thissad stateof affairs?l join
Isaiahinshouting, ‘ Tothelaw and to thetestimony’ (Isa. 8:20).
Evangelicalsdesperately needtorepent of their worldly approach
to the church and return to the Scriptures. The church requires

9

WHATWO~1.PM5 9 22/10/2004, 10:50



BT[] -« [T 777

10 WHAT WOULD JESUS SAY ABOUT YOUR CHURCH?

a fresh glimpse of her majestic Lord — Jesus Christ; and she
needsto bere-acquai nted with Hisreveal ed plan and purposefor
thechurchasoutlinedintheBible. Sheneedsto bereminded that
Christ will build His church Hisway.

Can you imagine Christ writing a letter directly to your
churchasHedidtotheseven churchesof Asia(Rev. 2-3)?What
would Christ say about twenty-first century churchesin light of
what we know He wrote about first century churches? These
studiesaredesigned to help you know Christ’ smind concerning
the church in general and your church in particular.

Christ’ sthinking about thechurch hasnot changed fromwhat
wasoriginally writtenin Scripture. Therefore, if thechurchisto
regainher former glory, it must bethrough radical transformation
by taking the church back to the basics as outlined in Scripture.
Thenwemust al roll up our sleevesto engagein the hard work
of restoring the church to her original beauty according to the
biblical blueprint.

What Would Jesus Say About Your Church? starts with an
assumed orthodox systematicecclesiology. Thesestudiesquickly
push beyond to theimmediacy of ‘applied’ theology which can
provide a biblical standard to determine how well or how
terribly the church is being built.

| havewritten with pastorsand lay peoplein mind, dealingin
broad principlesrather thantryingtotouch onevery microscopic
detail. The value of this study restsin its solid biblical content
withtheintent of knowingwhat Christ thinksabout Hischurches.
Thisvolume goesforth with the author’ s prayer that Christ will
use His Word to revitalize the church.

Now, beforeyou begin, let meacknowledgethecontributions
of those without whose labours this book would not have been
completed. Thank you to my wife ‘B’ and son Wade for
sacrificialy serving as computer whiz kids; to my son-in-law
Michael Carson, a computer cartographer by profession, who
contributed the maps; to my daughter L ee Carson and daughter-
in-law Tracy Mayhue who kept the household running; to
Dennis Swanson, librarian at The Master’s Seminary, for help
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inacquiring hard to obtain booksandjournal articles; to Drs. Irv
Busenitz and Al Potter, colleagues at The Master’s Seminary,
who read themanuscript and made hel pful improvements; tomy
grandson lain who kept me young through the writing process,
and to my great-grandfather Galbraith of Scottish ancestry
whose prayerswereanswered by Godinmy conversionand call
to ministry.

Richard Mayhue, Th.D.
The Master’s Seminary
Sun Valley
Cdifornia
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In each chapter, Scripturereferencesaregivento
prove each point. Itisimportant that you look up
each reference. After you have read a chapter, |
would urge you to spend time considering the
relevant questions found in the study section at
the end of the book.
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INTRODUCTION

‘I Will Build My Church!

‘And also | say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock |
will build My church; and the gates of Hades shall not
overpower it’ (Matt. 16:18).

‘Crossroads.” ‘Transition.” ‘Crisis.” ‘Uncertainty.” ‘Restless-
ness.” These unsettling words express the perception of many
evangelicalsregarding theimmediate status of the church. Few
woulddisagreethat acall for redirection hascometothedrifting
evangelical church as she enters the twenty-first century.
However, there is no current consensus on which route the
church should take to get back on track.

Today’sdilemma

In order to appreciate the confusion, consider John Seel’ s 1992
survey of twenty-fiveprominent evangelical |eaders.* Theleaders
expressed their views on the general state of evangelicalism at
theend of thetwentieth century. Eight dominant themesemerged
from their less-than-optimistic responses:

1. Uncertain identity — A widespread confusion over what
defines an evangelical.

2. Ingtitutional disenchantment — A perceived ministry
ineffectiveness and irrelevance.

3. Lack of leadership—A lament over the paucity of spiritua
leadership in the church.

4. Pessimisticabout thefuture—A belief that evangelicalism’s
future hangs in the balance.

13
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5. Growth up, impact down — A confusing paradox without
immediate clear explanations.

6. Cultural isolation—A completearrival of thepost-Christian
era

7. Pragmaticresponseto problems—A drift toward unbiblical
approaches to ministry.

8. Shift from truth-orientation ministry to market-response
driven ministry — A redirection away from the eternal
toward the temporal in order to be viewed as relevant.

For certain, the decisions made in this decade will reshape the
evangelical church for much of the century to come. Thus, the
future direction of the contemporary church is a pre-eminent
concern. Unquestionably, the early twenty-first century church
facesadefiningmoment. Thereal contrastincompeting ministry
model sshould not bethe’ traditional’ versusthe* contemporary’
ascommonly claimed, but rather the scriptural compared to the
unscriptural .

‘Re-engineering the Church’ was the theme of a prominent
1994 pastoral leadership conference on how to prepare the
church for the twenty-first century. As | read the conference
brochure, my initial responsewas, ‘ Why re-engineer the church
when God designed it perfectly in the beginning? Shouldn’t we
inspect the church first and replace only the defective portions?
Wouldn’t it be best to rebuild the demolished part according to
the Builder’s original plan? Who can improve on God's
engineering? | concludedthat thesolutionisnot re-engineering,
but restoration to the perfect, original specifications of the
divine Designer. The goal of any changes should be areturn to
the church’s biblical roots.

An inspection of the existing church for areas of needed
restoration should include such biblically oriented questions as:

Have we consulted the Owner (1 Cor. 3:9)?

Do we have the permission of the Investing Partner (Acts
20:28)?
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Are we dealing with the original Builder (Matt. 16:18)?

Does the church still rest on the beginning Foundation (1
Cor. 3:11; Eph. 2:20)?

I sthefirst Cornerstonestill inplace(Eph. 2:20; 1 Pet. 2:4-8)?

Are we using approved building materials (1 Pet. 2:5)?

Do we employ the right labourers (1 Cor. 3:9)?

Have we utilized the appropriate supervisors (Eph. 4:11-

13)?

Aretheinitial standardsof quality control still in place (Eph.
4:13-16)?

Are we continuing to work from the original blueprint (2
Tim. 3:16-17)?

Yesterday’spromise

Beforewildly plunging ahead torestorethechurch, wewould do
well by first looking back twenty centuries—to the beginning —
at the greatest promise ever made on the church’s behalf. The @
Author and Perfecter of our faith (Heb. 12:2), also known asthe
Shepherd and Guardian of our souls (1 Pet. 2:25), boldly
asserted, ‘... | will build My church; and the gates of Hades shall
not overpower it' (Matt. 16:18).

We might be persuaded to assume that a two thousand year
old organization, such as the church, would be settled in her
identity and purpose by now. However, thisis an unwarranted
assumption. Unlesseach succeedinggenerationreturnstoChrist’s
promise in Matthew 16 and to the New Testament building
instructions, the church surely will deviatefrom God' soriginal
plan as has been proven conclusively over twenty centuries of
church history.

If you serioudly reflect on Christ’s promise, a number of
significant questions should arise:

Towhom do welook when the churchisindisrepair —Christ
or man?
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Who knows more about the current needs of the church —
Christ or man?

Who can provide better for the church — Christ or man?

Fromwhom did theoriginal ideaof the church come—Christ
or man?

In whom rests the church’ s future hope — Christ or man?

Who built the church up until now — Christ or man?

Whom do we trust for future direction — Christ or man?

Who owns and sustains the church — Christ or man?

For whose glory does the church exist — Christ or man?

Who is the head of the church — Christ or man?

Because ‘Christ’ is the correct answer to each of these
questions, we turn to Matthew 16:18 where Jesus delivers at
least seven hallmark principlesfor building the church. No one
should launch out in planning a new church or take on the risk
of revitalizing aworn-out church until thedefining truthsof this
Scripture have gripped one’ s heart and mind.

Tomorrow’s hope

Hallmark 1

The initial characteristic involves a permanent foundation.
Christ passionately pursued the lasting fruit of eternity. In His
promise, Heexplicitly looked to aneverlastinglegacy. Jesusdid
not have in mind the temporary, the faddish, or the ‘ here today,
gonetomorrow’ . He pointed to the church ashaving a‘forever’
relevance.

‘| also say that you are Peter, and upon thisrock | will build
My church.” The foundation wasn't Peter, because Christ here
distinguishes between a moveable rock/detached boulder (the
basic meaning of Cephas and Peter) and the unshakeable,
immovablefoundation suitablefor the church. Theword Christ
used for ‘rock’ means bedrock or mass of rock as used by the
wise builder (Matt. 7:24-25).
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What or who then is the rock? The Old Testament pictures
God as arock in whom we find strength and refuge:

There is no-one holy like the Lorp,
Indeed, there is no-one besides Thee,
Nor isthere any rock like our God (1 Sam. 2:2).

The Lorp ismy rock and my fortress and my deliverer,
My God, my rock, in whom | take refuge ... (Ps. 18:2).

For who is God, but the Lorp?
And who isarock, except our God? (Ps. 18:31).

Paul identifies Christ as the rock in the wilderness (1 Cor.
10:4). Earlierin1 Corinthians(3:11), the Apostlewrote, * For no
man can lay afoundation other thantheonewhichislaid, which
is Christ Jesus .

Interestingly, one verse earlier Paul had claimed, ‘I laid a
foundation ...”. How did Paul ‘lay’ Christ as the foundation?
Obvioudly, it had to bein hispreaching of Christ (1 Cor. 2:1-2).
Now, if Paul’ stestimony of Christ isthe foundation that no one
else can lay, then it seems best to understand the ‘bedrock
foundation’ of the church to be Peter’s testimony of Christ,
‘Thou art the Christ, the Son of theliving God' (Matt. 16:16).
Remember, Peter’ s declaration prompted Jesus promise.

Sinceit isvirtually impossible to separate the testimony of
Christ from the reality of Christ, we can identify the ‘rock’ as
Christ Himself inthefullnessof Hisdeity, Hisroleasredeemer,
and His headship in the church. Christ aone is the rock of
redemption uponwhichthechurchisbeingbuilt (Acts4:11-12).

Hallmark 2

Secondly, Christ promised His personal involvement. ‘1 will
build My church.” Wehavenot beenleft tothetask alone. Christ
isin us (Col. 1:27), with us (Matt. 28:20), and amongst His
church constantly (Rev. 1:12-13, 20).
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Paul told the Corinthian church, ‘ For we are God' s fellow
workers ..." (1 Cor. 3:9). What a privilege to be partners with
Christinbuilding Hischurch. How comforting to know Hebuilt
the church beforewe arrived and He will continueto build long
after we' regone. Christ’ s participation provesindispensablein
raising up His church.

Hallmark 3

“I'will build My church.” Thisisnoidledream about what might
be. Christ’ sconfident assertion guaranteesthat the church hasa
positive expectation. In times like these when the future of the
church looks bleak and its condition uncertain, this powerful
promiseshould buoy upour spirits. Thechurchwill betriumphant
because Christ began building the church with the intention of
completing her (Eph. 5:26-27).

Hallmark 4

Jesus claimed that His church will have apowerful advance. ‘|
will build My church.” The church experienced an explosive
beginning with 3,000 members being added on the first day
(Acts2:41). ‘ And the Lord was adding to their numbers day by
day those who were being saved’ (Acts 2:47).

What is contained in one mere sentence in Matthew 16
mushrooms into an expansive redlity by the time of John’s
Revelation. Before the New Testament ends, churches existed
across the face of the Roman Empire. They included locations
likeRome, Corinth, Thessal onica, Philippi, Colossae, Laodicea,
Ephesus, Galatia, Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, Antioch, Jerusalem,
Crete, Cyprus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadel phia, Caesarea, Berea, and Joppa. His building efforts
continue to this very hour, everywhere in the world, just as He
intended (Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47).

Hallmark 5

Christ bought the church with His own blood and therefore
possesses the exclusive paid-in-full ownership of the church
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(Acts20:28). ‘1 will buildMy church.” ChristisLord; weareHis
servants (2 Cor. 4:5). Paul writesto the believersin Rome, *All
the churches of Christ greet you' (Rom. 16:16). Make no
mi stakeabout this—wedo not (corporately or individually) have
any ownership claimtothechurch. Thechurchbelongsuniquely
to its Redeemer (1 Cor. 3:23; 6:19-20). Christ is Head of the
church (Eph. 1:22; 5:23). The Chief Shepherd owns the flock
that He leads (John 10:14-15).

Hallmark 6

‘I will build My church.” For Christ, the church has a people-
centred priority. The church comprises an assembly of people
who have believed in Jesus Christ for eterna life (Acts 4:32).
Jesususesliving stones—individual people—tobuildHischurch
(1 Pet. 2:5). Themandate of evangelization isto takethe gospel
to al the nations (Luke 24:47). The goa of edification is to
present everyone complete in Christ (Col. 1:28).

The Greek word translated ‘church’ literally means the
congregation which has been called out. The New Testament
picturesthechurch asmadeup of thosewho havebeendelivered
out of the kingdom of darkness and transferred to the kingdom
of Christ (Col. 1:13). The Thessalonians had turned from idols
toserveatrueandliving God (1 Thess. 1:9). Thechurchhasbeen
called into fellowship with Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 1:9). Christ has
called Hisredeemed out of darknessinto Hismarvellouslight (1
Pet. 2:9).

Hallmark 7
Jesus has promised success to the church. ‘I will build My
church; and the gates of Hades shall not overpower it.’

How isthis success to be understood? In the Old Testament
‘gatesof ’ isused with Sheol (Isa. 38:10) and death (Job 38:17;
Ps. 9:13; 107:18), both referring to physical death. ‘Death’ is
really the only enemy that could ‘potentially’ overpower and
defeat the church since she is comprised of people who shall
live, even if they die (John 11:25).
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The writer of Hebrews encourages us to know that through
death Christ rendered powerless him who had the power of
death, that isthe devil (2:14). Paul wrote this Christian victory
song to the Corinthians:

But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this
mortal will have put onimmortality, then will come about the saying
that iswritten, ‘ Death is swallowed up in victory. O Death, whereis
your victory? O Death, whereisyour sting? Thesting of deathissin,
and the power of sin isthe law; but thanks be to God, who gives us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:54-57).

When Christ builds the church these seven features will be
identifiable:

1. Christ as the permanent foundation.

2. Christ’s personal involvement.

3. Christ’s positive expectation.

4. Christ’s purpose of powerful advance.
5. Christ’s paid-in-full ownership.

6. Christ’s people-centred priority.

7. Christ’s promise of success.

Who could possibly want to build the church any other way?
Christ’s unfinished work

Theologians often speak of Christ's ‘finished work’ on the
cross, referringtothework of redemption. Christ cried out onthe
cross, ‘It is finished!” (John 19:30). Truly, Christ’'s sacrifice
need not be offered again (Heb. 7:27; 9:12). Thisisthefinished
work of Christ.

However, moreisin view for the church than just Christ’s
death and resurrection. Dr. Luke wrote his gospel concerning
‘al that Jesus began to do and teach’ (Acts 1:1). Just before
ascending into heaven, Jesustol d hisdisciplesto bewitnessesof
Himtotheremotest part of theearth (Acts1:8). Reachingthelost
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with the gospel and then adding to the church daily until Christ
returns is the unfinished work of building Christ’s church.

What we are to be doing and how we areto do it in building
Christ’ schurchisthe subject of thisvolume. By God-breathed,
infallible revelation, Christ has communicated to us what He
thinks about the church. The Scriptures particularize what He
commendsand specify what Hecondemns. No-oneneed ever be
in doubt over how to go about the unfinished work of building
Christ’s church or what the outcome will be.

Intheend, our work in building thechurch onbehalf of Christ
will be acclaimed as valuable — the allusion to gold, silver and
precious stones— or worthless—the allusion to wood, hay, and
straw (1 Cor. 3:12). The quality of each man’s work will be
tested by Christ intheend (1 Cor. 3:13). Our eternal reward for
service done on earth depends on building the church with
biblical excellence in order to please Christ.

In the Academy Award-winning film Chariots of Fire, Eric
Liddell, famed Olympian and missionary to China, conversed
with hissister Jenny on a Scottish moor about the timing of his
return to missionary work. His response remains etched in my
memory. ‘| believethat God made mefor apurpose—for China
—but Healso mademefast. Andwhen | run| feel Hispleasure.’

Nothing will bring Christ greater pleasure than the building
of His church. So, am your life at the bull’ s-eye mark of His
pleasure and you will never missthe spiritual target. Y ou' |l not
bedisappointed, and neither will Christ. Y our heart will befilled
with a great sense of commitment, as expressed by the words
below, to build Christ’s church hisway.

| rise up to worship, | stand to acclaim

The King of al ages, Christ Jesus His name.
| ask you, King Jesus, fulfill this desire,
Ignite me and make me, a chariot of fire.
Comerule al my life

Lord Jesus Christ, be Master and King.
Comerule al my life,

Lord Jesus Christ, be my everything.
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